
Math 4707: Catalan numbers 2/10
- + more generating this not in

textbook!

Rem i . AW # 2 has been posted
,

due in one week , on 2/17

-

Today we'll continue talking about famous
combinatorial sequences of

#'s by introducing
the Catalan numbers . Very popular topic:
e

-g. , R. Stanley was abook called
"Catalan

numbers" with z 200 interpretations ! !
-
-
me
-

First let's go over somethingfrom last class 's worksheet
Re call from calculus . .

.

Them (Taylor Series )
For a ' reasonable

' function f : IR→ TR
,
have

f- txt = ⇐ f"' lol .

K
k

w here f '" = v.th derivative of f .



Let 's take f (x) = ( I txt,where n EIR is any
real number

c '9. ( ItXI
-3
= ¥×p , utxt! fit , ( I txt

't
=
? ? ?

Remember from calculus that f ' Ck k n Atx)"" , and

f (x) = n.cn- t ) - . . In - Ck-il) ( i +x )
n
- k

,
so

Thin (Generalized binomial theorem)
as

For any HEIR ,
( I + X)

"
= { ( E ) x k

,

where

k= 0

(%) -= " ' t )

.

← generalized def.
-

of binomial Coe Ff .
'
c
.

NCTE : tf nEIN is a nonnegative integer , then

(2) =o when K S n
,
so we get as usual

( it x) " = £5121 xk =
.

( I) x k
.

V

-

On the worksheet
,
it asked you to consider taking

n to be a negative integer , e. g . l l txt
- 4 = City .

÷*=iEh¥=Ei" ''
am
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( tix.ie. .
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= [c- if 144 44×4

( HXtX2+ . - Y
K⇒

lit xxx't . - I = IE
.4th

' l x k

( I txt Xlt
-

i ) f

← do we see connection
to
4 flavors of

bagels problem?

fives another proof for
'

multi choose
'

formula .

Now think about when h is a rational number :
•

( I txt
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= E
-
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K -- O #
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rn
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= E.
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C l l
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so
.
- - a - 4×1

- ' h
-
- II.of It

" txxk-I.lk/xk,
the 9. f. of central binomial coeff's !

,O
↳

a 3 ? I

( 2¥) = I , 2,6 ,
20 ,
70 , ' - -

it i
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Rink The g. f.
'

s we discussed earlier were
all

rational
,
i . e. , ratios Pa{¥ of polynos p

, q
.

( i -4×5
"
! ¥× is net rational Cit 's algebraic) .

-

Now let's consider a new country problem . . .

Cn := # triangulations of a Cn t 2) - gon .

C
,
= I 2%3

E- a i i

I -- s
(
4
= 14

'
a- .

6

xin
. . × .

x .

3 4
-

C g = 42 .
- - no way l 'm drawing those !

ATso reasonable to define co = I
'
a-2



The Cn are called Catalan numbers .

This (Fundamental recurrence)
For NIL

, Cn = Ck ( in- it - K
.

PI : By picture 8 - gon
- CG

k=2 "un
- c.

~ (2

"base
"

edge triangle ' splits any
→Cn

triangulation of an Lutz) - goin into
tri

.

of ( KHL) -gon and ( ch - l - wilt 21 - gon
t t
Ck Ccn-i ) -K

All choices of k and of the two smaller

triangulations are possible ,
so

n-t

Cn = E Ck Cin-n- w
, as claimed

.
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Okay ,but what's the connection to g. fi 's? . . .

Algebra says that if AKI = Ean hand Bcxl = { bnxh

then Atx) BCH = oar bn- x) x
"

.

So the fund - recurrence says something very

nice about the Catalan number g.f. :
co

(Cx) --[Cn x"
n'-o

namely ,

Ccxlccxl = €4:{Gen-u) x"
P n

b

(fund - rec .) = Eo ( net
X

= {( n X
""

h= h = I

= ÷ ( can - l)

i. e- , x Cat - (Cx) t I = O

⇒ ccx , = I I

Tx by quad . form .



"T.IT; -ii. Evil x"

f Cl - 4×1
""

= const .tn?on+T(nh/x
""

II

- t ( i - 4×1
" ET const

.

=

- I

⇒ I - tf = ÷, Cmnlx
""

p

⇒
'

-

-
E KY x "
n=O

P
"

h ( since these coeff 's are 20,[ Cn X
shows we should take - int)

h= 0

⇒ lcn=÷I
e. g. Cy = ¥ (§) = Is .

70 = 14

= # tri ang . of hexagon
✓



So with generating functions

we were able easily to find
an explicit formula for Catalan numbers .

There are other ways to prove

the formula Cn ' II, (27 )

(can
you find a bijective proof ? ? ? )

but . . . this proof using g.f.
'
s

is probably the
" easiest . "

shows
power of generating functions !



Now let's take a break . . .

And when we come

back we can work

in breakout groups on

the worksheet ,

which shows many more

counting problems
where

the answer is the Catalan# ' s !


